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Chairman Giordano called this Human Services Committee to order at 9:30 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph 
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Michael Mascarenas and Dan Palmer. Terri Morse was excused.  Dan Manning was absent.  
 
News Media present: Tim Rowland - Sun Community News. 
 
 
GIORDANO:  I’d like to call the Human Services Committee to order and we’ll begin with the 
pledge of allegiance.  Our Chairman Shaun Gillilland has an update for us. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Just a quick note on the Essex Center issue.  I got a call last night from 
Congresswoman Stefanik she – you know CMS, the Feds went in a couple weeks ago and did 
quality insurance survey of it.  This morning they are going to be sending what they call a Strike 
Team to explore many of the issues in there.  I guess between CMS and Congresswoman 
Stefanik she requested that they did that so that’s going to be happing today.  I wanted to give 
everybody an update. 
 
GIORDANO:  Thank you.  Alright, first up on the agenda is the Department of Social Services, 
Mike Mascarenas. Good morning Mike. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Good morning everyone.  I did send my report last week to everybody.  I don’t 
know how well everyone got to go through it but the one thing I want to draw your attention to is 
the last few pages of our report.  Recently the State has pretty much committed to reducing all 
State revenues by 20% so I don’t know how many of you are aware of that?  There’s been rumor 
for some time that they may reduce it up to that point.  As you know, social services generates a 
lot of revenue for the county about half of our operating budget is State and Federal revenues.  
With that being said, right now we have approximately $3.6 million dollars in outstanding claims. 
The state has released very few payments in 2020. The State fiscal year ends in March so some 
of those for them are even based on 2019 claims. Our fiscal years are all a little bit different.  What 
we’re seeing is those 2019 claims even have been reduced by that same 20% that the 2020 
claims are going to be reduced by going forward.  So you might ask, so what’s that mean?  Well, 
it really means right now is we’ll probably be looking at a reduction of somewhere around 
$700,000 going into next year in terms of state revenue but that $3.5 million dollars that’s out 
there right now a large portion of it is Federal revenue.  What’s happening?  Well, what’s 
happening is the State is the pass through for our Federal funding as well so you’ve got to really 
get through the numbers figure out what’s actual state aid money, what is Federal money and 
why isn’t any of it coming?  Well, the answer is simply this the State is holding onto it.  Which 
means is everything is local until that’s reimbursed.  I’m not the only department that gets state 
aid there’s quite a few of our departments but we’re probably the largest in terms of a revenue 
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generator for the county.  I know other counties are really struggling in terms of cash flow.  Mr. 
Palmer and I have been working closely together on this issue since Covid happened we reduced 
spending significantly you know, we didn’t fill positions there a lot of things that we didn’t do in 
waiting to see how this works out.  Now what we’re told is the money is going to come but the real 
question is when?  I mean if at your own home you didn’t receive a paycheck for several months 
you’re going to eventually run out of money it turns into a cash flow issue so I just wanted to put 
the board on notice and let them know that’s what is happening right now at the State level.  
Hopefully we’ll see those funds start to come through soon we’re being told that we should start 
seeing them come through soon but right now we’ve got claims all the way back to February that 
haven’t been paid so that’s a pretty significant amount of time that the county is having to upfront 
those dollars while they wait State reimbursement. 
 
MONTY:  Mike I read recently the Association of Counties is working on this as well.  Is there 
anything we can do as a county, is there any repercussions that we can try to present to the state 
because the money doesn’t belong to the state it belongs to the counties and yours.  Federal 
money has been given to them as a pass through, is there a reason they are giving for not passing 
it forward where it belongs? 
 
MASCARENAS:  No, there really isn’t.  I mean the reason is they are probably struggling 
financially just like everybody else and if they are hanging onto those dollars they are earning 
interest for them and it’s a significant amount that when you think statewide – I mean if I’ve got 
$3.5 million here in Essex County, Westchester County and those other counties I’m sure has a 
significant amount that’s being held onto.  I mean we can certainly pass a resolution urging the 
state to release Federal dollars because what that really means out of that $3.6 million only 
$600,000 of that is actually state aid so that’s the big issue.  If that was reduced by 20% we’d be 
looking at $120,000 hole we wouldn’t be looking at a $3.6 million dollar hole because the rest is 
Federal so if they release that Federal funds that they should be releasing to us our impact locally 
is pretty insignificant in terms of a $100,000 million dollar budget right which is the county’s as a 
whole so I think urging the state and some of our local leaders to try to encourage the Governor, 
OSFS, OTPA to start releasing those Federal dollars would be really helpful but other than that 
I’m not sure what you can do?  I mean you can’t stop providing the service that’s not an option 
you know we have to pay for those foster children that are in care there’s nothing that we can 
really do about that but if we’re getting our reimbursement in a timely fashion that will go a long 
way into helping us going into next year. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The state Mike, has received the Federal dollars, correct? 
 
MASCARENAS:  That’s what I’m told New York State Public Welfare Association is our 
association.  NYSAC is also working on it they are working hand in hand. What we were told last 
week was that yes, that is what’s happened that the Feds have paid the States and they are just 
not making their way to the counties. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So the Association of Counties or your association I mean if I owe somebody 
money and I don’t pay them you take them to court so you know that’s our money we’re entitled 
to it and I don’t know if there’s a legal action that we should be pursuing but I think we should.  I 
mean that’s our money they are sitting on so I don’t know if we can explore that further to see if 
there’s a possibility – 
 
HUGHES:  It’s not just us it’s multiple counties  
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SCOZZAFAVA:  As a group file legal action. 
 
PALMER: Again, I’m not sure that’s an option.  I know that any contract that you have with the 
State of New York specifically has a section that refers to if funds are available they will be paid 
so the State is essentially saying the funds aren’t available well, the Feds have given them the 
funds you know, the 20% hold back like Mike said is only $120,000 but we’re being held back 
$3.6 million or whatever the case may be.  I don’t know how you make them do it?  It’s almost like 
a, to me it almost seems like this showdown between the State and Federal Government and the 
counties that are delivering the front line services are the ones holding the bag. 
 
MONTY:  I’d like to offer that resolution that we contact Dan Stec, Betty Little and Elise and 
encourage them to force the State to release this money and include the State of New York. 
 
GIORDANO:  Do I have a second. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Second. 
 
RESOLUTION URGING ASSEMBLYMAN DAN STEC, SENATOR BETTY LITTLE AND 
CONGRESSWOMAN ELISE STEFANIK TO ENCOURAGE THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO 
RELEASE THE WITHHOLDING OF FEDERAL FUNDS TO COUNTIES.  Monty, Scozzafava. 
 
GIORDANO:  So basically a pressure resolution? 
 
MONTY:  A pressure resolution.  Thank you. 
 
GIORDANO:  Any additional discussion?   
 
HUGHES:  Do we want to discuss this with any of our neighboring counties so instead of us just 
being solo on this maybe we can get on the same page and join forces.  Just a thought. 
 
MASCARENAS:  We can certainly produce something at a later meeting. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Yes, we can take it to Inter county as a resolution to Inter county. 
 
GIORDANO:  Okay, all in favor.  Any opposed – so carried. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Any other questions in regards to my report?   
 
GIORDANO:  Okay, thank you Mike. 
Terri Morse has been excused so we’ll move onto Public Health, Linda Beers. 
 

****** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Public Health Department with Linda Beers reporting 
as follows: 
 
BEERS: I have a flyer here that I mentioned to you.  I’ll send it to you digitally as well.  It’s on the 
essential distribution event.  This is an exciting, exciting opportunity. 
I had the great pleasure of reporting out to you last week so I don’t have any resolutions and I’m 
going to be very quick today. 
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GIORDANO:  Linda, you have one adopting and approving the revised policies. 
 
BEERS:  Oh, I’m so sorry it’s PAC.  Yes, I do just to be really clear we have two boards one is 
Professional Advisory Committee which is the Certified Health Home Agency and one is the 
Public Health we did not need the Public Health one again this quarter we will next. So this 
resolution is for policies and procedures the certified home health agency met with Dr. Celotti and 
we did it by Zoom and they approved policies and procedures so I’m asking for a resolution 
accepting that by the Professional Advisory Council. 
 
GIORDANO:  Can I get somebody to move that? Mr. Merrihew, second Mr. Hughes. 
 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND APPROVING THE REVISED POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
AND QUARTERLY REPORTS FOR THE HOME HEALTH SERVICES AND APPROVED BY 
PAC ON 9/1/2020.  Merrihew, Hughes 
 
GIORDANO:  Any discussion?  All those in favor signify by saying aye, any opposed – so carried. 
 
BEERS:  So this is the event that I talked about last Monday.  It’s called the Baby Essential 
Distribution Event.  It’s going to give away free baby items like diapers, formula, wipes, baby food 
and children’s masks.  I can tell you there’s lots of people partnering and it will be bigger.  Jim 
Dougan is supporting us in getting us an actual bus, a small bus.  Anyway Krista Berger worked 
with this.  I saw this in Franklin County and we sent it to her and said what do we need to do to 
duplicate this event in Essex County?  So all these folks come together and they volunteered as 
well as donated all these items.  It was a huge success in Franklin County.  You can see the dates 
and where it is located so I know that they are not in every town but I would encourage any of 
your constituents to drive if they wanted to to this again, it’s free.  We’ll go in there will be a bus 
and they are giving away stuff.  I also know farmers that are coming.  There might be free produce 
depending on who is joining us.  I really feel it will be a fabulous opportunity for our moms in times 
when things are hurting you hardly ever get free diapers anymore they are really costly so I think 
that’s a great event. 
And I will also tell you of an up and coming rabies event.  We will be in North Hudson this week 
on the 17th and we have one more after that so for the towns that are neighboring Schroon Lake 
and all of them really should send everybody up there.  We cut our rabies clinics to lower numbers 
to regions so we’re hoping for a big turn out and we will be prepared for a big turnout. 
I will also just tell you about some hubs we’ve been working on things you wouldn’t normally be 
aware of these are travelers. We have been working with our private schools as well as our public 
schools on International travelers so they are taking all the names of students putting them online, 
putting them on what they call a hub on the state system and monitoring those students every 
day.  It’s been very successful so they come in, they quarantine for 14 days, we call them daily, if 
a school nurse was involved we arranged for that so we’re still in the process but on that note I’m 
happy to report that Ti Mill was equally in that process.  Our best made plans don’t always work 
as is in as far as they are just going to log on and it’s all downhill. They experienced several 
glitches if they didn’t fill out the form right or whatever or you answer a question, get to the end 
they get you to the quarantine online and sometimes they answer no this is your final destination 
meaning they are going home but the answer is yes the person isn’t traveling so anyway Ti Mill 
was a phenomenal partner and again I would really like to thank them because of the partnership 
last week I told you about they gave us money IP added their own community fund and gave us 
money for our carts for the schools so really grateful to them. 
Schools opened first week. We provided lots and lots of packets.  I guess some counties chose 
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not to we went out early and did.  We provided templates for return to school letters.  We provided 
templates for what you would do if there was a Covid case.  We provided algorithms for school 
nurses to follow and we provided training for school nurses and I personally did nine zooms with 
different supervisors of school districts to make them more comfortable in opening so that is good 
stuff and I think that wraps up my message to you today.  Do you have any questions? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Good morning. The Chairman mentioned this Strike Team going into Essex 
Centers and what do they do is what I’d like to know. 
 
BEERS:  So I’m more familiar with the Department of Health only really because we run a certified 
home health agency what happens to them happens to us so our certified home health agency is 
surveyed so I can speak first hand, they come in unannounced every year and they show up with 
usually with two people but probably there it will be more people and they just start and basically 
you have to give them a space and you have to provide them with Internet access and they just 
start tediously going through where’s your policies for this, show me your documentation that you 
did for that, where is the policy for that and it’s really a policy driven thing of paperwork.  I want to 
see your payroll, I want to see your time in and out, I want to see your staff log, I want to see your 
training that’s what happens with us.  I have no doubt that that’s what happens with them.  So 
there are some good things in the sense that there is some changes happening at Essex Center.  
I do want you to know that we have touched hard our responsibility has been to the residents and 
we are working with any staff member that has been positive and really working to make sure 
they have been isolated and quarantined.  The State Department of Health has the same 
message really in that the facility themselves we hop in on all the calls, we offer tests and we offer 
any help, we’ve offered PPE, we offered to go up and train on any infectious disease but they 
have turned the page in the sense that they have a new Director of Nursing coming somebody 
that’s been experienced also if you know Tara Vilardo she’s done an amazing job. She is a young 
lady that was born and raised in Ticonderoga and she is at the helm over there right now as a 
new name to us and she’s evenings answering calls because I’m on the email chain and really 
working hard to find whatever issues were over there so that’s the answer and the more people 
that come in the more eyes that are on it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  It’s nice to hear that all those changes are taking place but I’m wondering why 
it’s still taking eight to ten days to get a test back on employees and the employee continues to 
work? 
 
BEERS:  Well, let’s just talk about that they are closer we just got a whole bunch back – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’m just referring to what I heard over the weekend from employees.  They are 
waiting to get test results back.  There’s new employees coming in that have been tested, no 
results back I mean that’s how we got into this mess to begin with and I’m not blaming Public 
Health somebody needs to get a handle on that over there otherwise it’s just going to continuously 
get worse, if it can get any worse.  How many deaths do we have now?   
 
BEERS:  The lab that we’re using is the lab that everybody is using of course quite honestly if you 
went to Etown and any other lab right now those delays are real across the United States. We 
can switch up labs and that’s what people do they play the lab game who has the shortest list that 
means you have to have contracts with labs in sending specimens out so it’s an absolute national 
problem. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  They were quoted in the newspapers stating that they were doing in-house 
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testing and they would have the results immediately.  I mean, to me it’s just a big window dressing 
that the administration is doing over there. 
 
BEERS:  Yeah, that is the rapid testing is my understanding. We don’t have any capability of that 
in Essex County. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I understand the Department of Health; somebody needs to be held accountable 
for all of this.  It just can’t continue.  It’s insane. 
 
BEERS:  So they don’t allow any new employees to work at least and just so you know that’s the 
protocol for every hire in the State of New York when a new employee comes in they get tested 
and you can work until the test results come back that wasn’t their fault I mean that is a State 
regulation. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Isn’t that how this whole situation started? 
 
BEERS:  It certainly did but yes, that same protocol is for every essential employee position.  I’m 
going to say that the Department of Health took that away from them they are no longer allowed 
to.  In anybody’s defense not that I’m trying to defend but in general the reason that regulation 
was in effective was I believe that the time it was written there was an understanding that tests 
took 3-4 days to turn around when they took 10-12 days clearly it’s a foolish thing to have people 
work pending their test results in that length of time. 
 
GIORDANO:  So Linda just on that, does that mean the average time to return a test is about 7 
days?  Is that what you’re saying?  Across the country? 
 
BEERS:  I think five to seven across every lab right now.  One of my staff got a test in another 
facility in Saranac Lake and it took them eleven days to get the test results and they did the drive 
thru. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I just find it amazing that this Essex Centers is the only nursing home that has 
had, I know other nursing homes have had Covid but to have it at this degree.  I mean something 
is wrong someplace. 
 
GILLILLAND: That’s actually not true.  This is not the worse one. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  It’s the worse one in this area, Ticonderoga they had one positive and Lake 
Placid I think they were maybe one? 
 
GILLILLAND: It’s not the worse one in the State of New York. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I didn’t say State of New York I’m saying this area. 
 
GILLILLAND: True. 
 
BEERS:  The residents themselves aren’t usually wearing masks so it usually spreads quickly to 
the residents.  I think the staff spread has been fairly unique here that’s why the state is looking 
at policies and procedures because policies and procedures are used to control infectious disease 
and tightening up everything over there and I’m grateful for it obviously. 
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MONTY:  Linda everybody knows the problem when the strike force comes in you have protocols 
in place who is ensuring these protocols are being followed because we know there’s executive 
orders out there by our Governor that aren’t being followed. So ensuring that protocols are being 
followed because in conversations that I had with people that work there and you can hear 
anything you want to listen to so I take that as is but when fifteen people come into your office 
and tell you the same exact thing it makes you wonder if there isn’t some validity to that and my 
understanding is they are still not following protocol over there would be my summation of what 
I’m hearing so the Strike Team comes in they are looking at paperwork, they are shuffling 
paperwork oh, yeah, we’ve got that, we’ve got that who’s assuring it’s being followed?  Is that 
same Strike team going to be responsible for ensuring that? 
 
GILLILLAND: The Federal Government or the State. 
 
MONTY:  Whoever is coming in. 
 
GILLILLAND:  The Federal Government Strike Team is made up of people from HHS and SMS 
and CBC and they come in and they identify what these problems are.  They do this throughout 
the country on major, significant nursing home issues breakouts and things but bear in mind it is 
the State Department of Health that regulates these not the county or anybody else the State 
Department of Health is holding the bag on this and you have probably seen some of the issues 
with the State Department of Health and track record with nursing homes. 
 
MONTY:  And being ordered not to respond to inquiries by other agencies from people above 
them. 
 
BEERS: I would encourage you and anybody individually if you feel compelled, if you go on the 
nursing home complaint line and either call or type in one there’s a number and absolutely by law 
have to be addressed and I can tell you first hand employees that came to me, I told them to do 
it and they have been identified with a number and they must go all the way up through the chain 
so it’s really one of the best ways I can tell you that out of all these things the New York State 
complaint line works.  I have told people to go on there and by 48 hours I’ve seen that complaint 
across my desk so that really has been really successful those complaints in getting where they 
belong and having people look at them so having those avenues are really, really great 
opportunities to not just say it here, put it down on paper either anonymous or you can say your 
name but if somebody is saying that tell everyone of those workers they are anonymous they can 
go and make that complaint and they’ll be identified with a number and they must be looked at by 
the Department of Health and addressed with an answer.  It’s really the best way. 
 
GIORDANO:  Thanks Linda. 
 
HARRINGTON:  It’s my understanding that this nursing home conglomerate is dissatisfied with 
the testing process and the amount of time that it takes and as a result of that on a recent news 
cast I understand that they are developing their own labs so that they can have some results in a 
timely manner.  Now, are you aware of that? 
 
BEERS:  Are you saying Essex Center would create a lab? 
 
HARRINGTON:  They are going to create their own lab so they can deal with the situation in a 
timely manner. 
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BEERS:  So there’s a lot of rapid testing sites you can purchase and do testing within your own 
facility like CVPH and other facilities, they are costly and Essex Center is a big, big industry.  As 
far as actually creating a lab I believe Article 28, having a laboratory certificate and what not I 
doubt that highly they are really, really take years to regulate and creating an actual laboratory 
but will they contract with a lab, will they have more control over, will they use rapid testing or will 
they purchase those devices those things I certainly will see all of those opportunities being 
available to them.  I don’t know the answer in the sense of them actually creating a laboratory 
that’s a really defined chemistry kind of environment and needs lots of sign offs but there’s lots of 
availability to do rapid testing with machines and what not and they’ve come a long way.  They 
cost money and if anybody knows about nursing home reimbursement as well for anybody who 
has ever put somebody or tried to support that.  I’m not in anyway, just overall nursing homes 
don’t work on a huge budget. 
 
HARRINGTON:  That’s what I heard on the news this weekend. 
 
BEERS:  Again, I didn’t hear it so I don’t want to misspeak.  Charlie, for all I know I believe it’s a 
large, large conglomerate not just even in New York State potentially they have the power to 
purchase a lab and buy one so yeah, it could be.  I don’ know.  I’ll look into it and let you know. 
 
HOLZER:  So most of my questions have already been answered but Linda with us being the 
Public Health board is there any like pressure we can bring on them in terms of what Mr. 
Scozzafava brought up?  He makes a valid point I mean there is a lot of uncertainty with the 
employees over there and with all the problems that we’ve had over there I don’t think 7-10 should 
be acceptable. 
 
BEERS: Right, they have been working with the Department of Health and they have brought 
their tests two days down.  Tom brought to me a concern about information on their residents.  I 
talked to the Director over there there was a staff meeting with 100% attendance a week before.  
I can only tell you what – they have documentation for that they did have a staff meeting, they did 
talk to all of their staff.  Short of them closing their doors and not having any places for our 
residents they are I believe are trying very diligently how to work within those guides.  As far as 
any more pressure I can only tell you having the State walk in your door repeatedly is huge 
pressure.  Having CMS and the Strike Force is huge pressure.  I also will tell you what happens 
to us we do regular patient care during that time, we spend, really it is a huge no one wants to 
lose their license everybody is focused on getting these folks documentation and really providing 
them with what they need so yeah, there’s really a lot.  Even if I was a nurse I’m certainly not well 
trained in administration of a nursing home right?  There are all different regulations and different 
articles so the oversight, that’s why public health departments don’t have oversight because 
people are specifically trained in regulations, we are completely certified in home health agency 
so as much as everyone here hears your frustrations trust me, no more so than I I’m on the phone 
repeatedly arguing and trying to really say, you know what step it up and they are there 12 and 
14 hours a day.  Some people had change of clothes brought in.  The more people we quarantined 
some of that staff were there sleeping on cots on the side just to keep our folks going so I have 
heard specifically from a person that loved one has passed away that went onto say that they 
were allowed to do comfort care and felt that the Center had done an amazing job.  It’s a local 
person here in Lewis in Elizabethtown and he is the owner of the Boquet Valley Liquor Store.  He 
said I could use his name and he said, I know you’re hearing big stuff but I was there when my 
brother passed away and I thought that they did comfort care and that they treated him well so 
that’s from somebody from the inside whose brother just recently passed away. 
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GILLILLAND:  I understand the frustrations of the testing but I’m going to tell you it’s going to get 
a lot worse.  We’ve got all the colleges requiring it, the schools just opened when you start having 
Covid coming through the schools you’re going to even have more pressure on the labs.  This is 
simply a supply and demand issue and the North Country is on the back seat statewide on this 
because it is based on population.  Here I go as I’ve said before trying to get Trudeau Institute 
and stuff and trying to get the State and everything and also Adirondack Medical has come up 
with about over $300,000 in private donations for us to get a rapid testing up here operated 
through Trudeau Institute.  So I guess this is a good time for me to bring it up to you I’m trying to 
get the counties in the control room the seven counties to pony up and put some skin the game 
so we can accelerate in getting this capability.  So no other counties have done it.  I brought it up 
to the control room I heard back crickets when I said it but if we don’t do it we’re not going to fix 
the problem so I need a resolution to authorize the release of $50,000 from Essex County and we 
can put it right on it, as long as at least one to two other counties do it to work with Trudeau 
Institute and Adirondack Medical Health to purchase rapid testing capability run by Trudeau. 
 
GILLILLAND: Mr. Wilson and Mr. Scozzafava second. 
 
GILLILLAND:  And allow me to or the County Manager to negotiate with Trudeau and Adirondack 
Medical. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH TRUDEAU INSTITUTE AND ADIRONDACK 
MEDICAL CENTER TO PURCHASE RAPID COVID-19 TESTING IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$50,000.00.  Wilson, Scozzafava 
 
WILSON:  Is $50,000 enough?  I mean or do we need the hospital to donate money or how much 
more can we be looking for from other sources? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Well, I’m trying to get the other counties to do it and we’re also trying to get the 
State to do it.  If we offer up the fact the counties are serious on this and we’re putting skin in the 
game at least we’ll get the state to release as well. 
 
BEERS:  I think Franklin County they are really in the same boat I think Clinton County, CVPH 
does have rapid test at their hospital anybody coming into their ER they have rapid testing but an 
extremely numbered amount of tests that can be one a day and they are governed by it. They 
cannot run more than certainly under 200 test so that use that rapid testing for people coming in 
their emergency room so they can tell if you have Covid so they know how to handle you.  They 
are also using it for selective surgeries right, so if you’re getting a hip replacement they are using 
it and they know immediately that’s probably one of the different things about Covid testing as 
well as there’s a delay but more so the test is from that day backwards it’s not forward from the 
day you took that test, if you go to a party that night it’s over.  The test only tells you what’s behind 
you so if the schools are requiring it back we are wondering what is the purpose in that in the 
sense that it has been days out from when they actually enter your school anything could have 
happened during that time.  I guess my knowledge about everybody in the North Country would 
be this the only way that we are going to get a handle on it specifically a test says you have it but 
it doesn’t do anything to control it.  It really is about wearing face masks.  It’s really about washing 
our hands.  It’s really social distancing and even if somebody was positive you wouldn’t be 
affected right?  So that’s really helpful honestly following and issuing quarantines.  We have got 
a really fabulous county and people have extremely respective to it so I mean that is really the 
answer for us.  The test is only going to say you have it but what do we do to diminish it and given 
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no vaccine at this time that’s really the only answer doing what we are doing and we’ve been 
working it. 
 
GIORDANO:  Any other comments on the resolution? 
 
BEERS:  Can I just say that you should add about the test some of them that have the capability 
to do rapid testing of the flu at the same time.  I mean if we can do more than one thing with the 
machine we should potentially look at that because flu season is coming and being able to 
decipher whether it is a Covid or the flu will be a huge issue so just keep that in mind when you 
are looking at these devices. 
 
GIORDANO:  Sure. 
 
HUGHES:  I will absolutely will support this but I am still frustrated with the fact that I feel this is a 
Federal issue with the Federal Government that needs to be stepping in more to make sure that 
testing in all fifty states, in all counties in all fifty states needs to happen and we know that our 
President has not necessarily been supportive of that so I would just ask our Congressional 
Representative Elise Stefanik to continue to lobby President Trump and anybody in the Federal 
Government to have the Federal Government support all of our counties rural, urban, suburban 
anywhere they are.  We just need that support.  I realize that is going to be a lot of work but I 
would just like to see more movement in that as well.  Thank you. 
 
GIORDANO:  All in favor of the resolution.  Any opposed – so carried. 
 
RAND:  Just a quick point of interest Linda when North Wood School brought their students back 
they had I think 174 and I don’t know the details but I do know they took the tests to Boston and 
got a real quick turnaround. 
 
BEERS:  You can get quick tests if you want to pay more money for them.  A lot of the private 
universities have quick turnaround if have money to go to Duke and all those universities they 
have rapid testing.  That’s what they have I just want to tell you we’ve been working with them all 
of their International students and out of state travelers with a list we’ve been quarantined with 
the 14 days, we’ve been working with the school nurse and that’s exactly what they did because 
they used a private lab and they paid for it.   
 
HUGHES:  And not to belabor the point but I feel the Federal Government should be equalized 
between those who have and those who do not have. 
 
GIORDANO:  Anything else for Linda?  Thank you Linda for that edification. 
 

****** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Office for the Aging with Krissy Leerkes reporting 
as follows: 
 
LEERKES:  Hello, good morning everyone.  You have my report just a really quick update.  We 
are as most of you know the alternate certifier for the HEAP program through the Department of 
Social Services so we process all the HEAP applications for all the individuals that are 60 and 
over who do not have SNAP benefits so we are right in the thick of it right now.  I don’t know what 
Mike’s numbers look like but last week we were getting every day 30,40 applications a day so I 
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have the HEAP guidelines on there for you.  The base benefit basically stayed the same a little 
increase in the add ons so not too significant but the opening date this year is November 2, with 
potential closing dates depending on many different circumstances into March with the 
emergency component opening January 4, 2021. 
We are also gearing up for Medicare open enrollment.  This is a busy time for us so this is when 
individuals who have Medicare they will get their coverage through 2021 of next year just to make 
sure there are no surprises and that they have the coverage that they need and we still have 
Farmer’s Market coupons available through the end of the month for anybody that is eligible that 
has not received them yet.  Just a really quick update.  I will entertain any questions if you have 
any? 
 
GIORDANO: Any questions for Krissy? 
 
HUGHES:  How many newsletters do you publish per month? 
 
LEERKES:  A lot so we have a health insurance newsletter, we have a care giver newsletter, we 
have just our general newsletter so typically around 400 to 425 and they typically go to our 
congregate site participants, they go to our meal delivery participants, they get emailed to some 
clients that would like to get them, they get emailed to some of the members of this board so they 
are out and about. 
 
HUGHES:  That’s great.  Thank you. 
 
GIORDANO: Any other questions for Krissy?  Thank you Krissy.  Any other comments or 
questions to come before the Human Services Committee? 
 
BARBER:  I have a resolution of condolence to the family of Rich Klages who has been on the 
board of the Town of Chesterfield for 26 years.  Whereas, his wife, Kathy Klages passed away on 
September 8 at CVPH. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF KATHY KLAGES.  Monty, unanimous 
 
GIORANDO:  Anything else before the Human Services Committee?  If not, we’re adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further business to come before this Human Services Committee it was 
adjourned at 10:10 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judith Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors. 
 
 
 
 
 


